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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub: Standing instructions for fair and transparent Adoption Committee proceedings-reqg.

Adoption process is carried out in accordance with the provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021 and Adoption Regulations, 2022. It has been observed that
PAPs/PAP are being rejected by Specialised Adoption Agencies (SAAs) on various grounds which are not
fair, transparent and justifiable as per Adoption Regulations, 2022. It has been decided that the Adoption
Committee shall ensure to comply the following directions while deciding the adoption matters.

2.1 Every Specialised Adoption Agency (SAA) shall conduct its functions towards Prospective Adoptive
Parents (PAPs) as stipulated in regulation 30 (3) of Adoption Regulations, 2022.

2.2 The suitability of PAPs is ascertained by Home Study Report (HSR) and eligibility of PAPs should
be determined as per regulation 5 of Adoption Regulations, 2022. There should be no deviation on this
aspect except concealment or contradictory facts submitted by PAPs.

23 As stipulated in regulation 5 (1) of Adoption Regulation, 2022 Adoption Committee should ensure
that PAPs are financially capable to raise child. There is no minimum income criteria of PAPs/PAP in the
Regulations, therefore, the financial capability of PAPs/PAP should be ascertained by the Adoption
Committee objectively based on the living cost of PAPs/PAP and their place of residence.

2.4 The PAPs may be rejected on health ground only if both the PAPs have life threatening medical
conditions. This situation should also be examined in light of medical expert advice and
willingness/capacity of other PAP in case of couple.

2.5 No PAPs/PAP should be rejected by Adoption Committee in case of life style diseases such
diabetes, hypertension etc. if the condition of PAPs/PAP is under control with medication; or the grounds of
llliteracy of PAPs/PAP as there is no such eligibility criterion in Adoption Regulations, 2022 or on the
grounds of lack of counseling and preparedness for adoption of PAPs/PAP. The PAPs/PAP may be
provided proper counseling by HSR agency or any expert in the field of child adoption and PAPs/PAP
should be provided time for the same. The Adoption Committee should reconsider such cases after 15
days. In such cases, if the opinion of expert is adverse for the proposed adoption, the case may be
rejected.

2.6 Efforts should be made by all members of the Adoption Committee to take decision on the basis of
consensus.

. Jagannath Pati)
Director (Programme)
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